
1

لا
O

on the

circle

Lesson 21: Stopping Signs

The stopping signs given in the Qur'an are there to ensure that we recite the Qur'an 
properly and do not commit mistakes while stopping during recitation. If there is more 
than one sign then follow the uppermost sign. 

ط

Pair of 3 dots.

Given at the
verse ending

along with the
Ayah number.
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Pause

Sign Meaning Explanation Example

صلى الله عليه وسلم
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No Stopping

Sign Meaning Explanation Example

Better to continue 

If you stop here, it will distort 
the meanings. If you stop due to
some constraint, then repeat the 

verse from the beginning or 
from two or three words before it

taking care of the meanings.

ً ُ َ� � � � َ َ ََْ َ ِ ِ َ ُْ ِ ِ ِ ِ ْ ِ ِ �ى اذا لمن الظلمينُ �ى انفسهم� ان ِِا� اعلم �ما ف

WAQF : TYPES OF STOPS 
MUST STOP Continuing is Prohibited 

PAUSE (Without taking breath) 
STOP AT ONE POINT (Not both) 
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Better to STOP 

STOP or CONTINUE 

DONT'T STOP 

Better to STOP 

Continuing is Allowed 

Both are Allowed

Stopping is Prohibited

Stopping are Allowed 
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